
Easter - A Message of Hope 

Dear Holy People of God, 

  

Happy Easter! We have gone through the 40 days of Lent, in which the Church invited us all to become more  

intensely aware of the redeeming work of Christ. We relived with Jesus the forty days that he spent in the desert, 

in prayer and fasting, before undertaking his public ministry, which culminated with his crucifixion on the hill of 

Calvary outside Jerusalem. During these 40 days, we have listened to the Scriptures with open hearts; we have 

prayed the Stations of the Cross with devoted hearts; and as a parish family, we spent Sunday evenings in the  

presence of the Eucharistic Lord, meditating, praying the Seven Penitential Psalms, and reflecting on the Mysteries 

of the Holy Mass. The last 40 days have given us the opportunity to enter into the mysteries of Jesus’ Passion and  

Resurrection and to more fully understand God’s message for the world, which is a message of Hope.  

  

Dear Holy People of God, as I pointed out at the beginning of our Lenten journey, we need not be imprisoned by 

our past failures but realize that God’s mercy makes our failures a thing of the past. God’s mercy covers 

everything. Our calling as Christians is always for the future, to become saints. Our mistakes should not cause us to 

give up on God’s good plan for each and every one of us. As St.  

Augustine says, God loves everyone as if each person was the only one that God created. Sometimes we might not 

feel this loving care of God. Oftentimes it appears as if talk about God's love is pious platitude. For many, even if 

God is there, we do not believe that God really intervenes in our lives. Easter is a demonstration of how far God is 

prepared to go to offer us help, out of his love for us. That is the Good News, the gospel: God is saving us in Christ, 

not counting our sins and failures, but offering us new beginnings (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

  

In a world filled with so much anxiety and uncertainty, Easter brings with it a message of Hope: God has not given 

up on the world. God has not given up on suffering, pain, betrayal, and abandonment. God has not given up on you 

and me. With the Resurrection,  

Jesus is forever present to each and every one of us, in our joys and sorrows, in good and bad times, through our 

mistakes and  

failures. He is with us always.  Let us continue to open our wills and hearts to the new life offered by the Father in 

his Son Jesus Christ, who is alive, and because Jesus is alive, you and I can face the future knowing that God will 

never abandon us.  

  

I wish you and all your loved ones, a blessed and happy Easter season, in the name of Fr. Jim, Fr. Casmia, Fr. Denis, 

Sr. Pauline, and all our parish staff and volunteers here at Ste. Anne's. Thank you for being a valued member of our 

parish family. (Fr. Maurice)  

  

 


